atrics. Since 1985, remarkably 80% of his over 400 resident trainees have pursued fellowship training, with 70% remaining in academic medicine.
Perhaps Dr. Nathan's greatest contributions have been in the building of programs and institutions. At Boston Children's Hospital, he synergized scientific investigation, initially with a 30% enlargement of the Ender's Building through the support of the Howard Hughes Institute and subsequently with the recruitment of top flight scientists, including Mulligan, Harrison, Alt, Majzoub, Fleisher, and the late Wiley and Bernfield, while continuing to support scientists of the caliber of Orkin, Lux, Kunkel, and Geha. In his later years, he engineered the creation of the Dana Farber Harvard Cancer Center involving collaboration of all five Harvard teaching hospitals, the Medical School, and the School of Public Health.
The recipient of numerous awards and honors, including the National Medal of Science and the Stratton Medal from the American Society of Hematology, Dr. Nathan is a past president of the American Society of Hematology and a member of the Institute of Medicine. On his retirement, the trustees of the Dana Farber created the David G. Nathan Chair at the Harvard Medical School. Dr. Edward Benz, an early trainee of Nathan's in the 1970s, is the current president of the Dana Farber Cancer Center.
Finally, on the national scene, he chaired a major task force for Harold Varmus, which led to a new definition of clinical research and remarkable growth in clinical research applications to the National Institutes of Health. He serves on the Medical Advisory Board of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute and as the sole physician member on the Dyson Foundation, assisting its efforts to create new, innovative programs in community pediatrics.
In the early 1990s, he with innovation chaired the Program Committee of the APS/SPR for 2 years at a time when our meetings were threatened. The current result is a vibrant and growing meeting of the PAS. His efforts were recognized by our societies with the David G. Nathan Award in Pediatric Research, established in 1999.
Finally, however, it is his remarkable influence on those of us fortunate enough to train and to work with him that we most recognize today. His remarkable ability to be there every day for his patients, his capacity to stand behind his colleagues, his ability to listen and to truly hear, his unyielding commitment to excellence, his deep-rooted sense of responsibility and stewardship, and his devotion to his wife Jean Nathan and their family all have been a constant inspiration for us all. Now David Nathan joins an illustrious group of Harvard faculty: Gamble and Crothers, Diamond and Smith, Janeway and Richmond, and those who traveled through Butler and Barness, Rudolph and Gellis, Haggerty and Katz, who have received this singular honor of the American Pediatric Society. David, we invite you to come forward to receive the respect, gratitude, and deep affection of your colleagues. 
